
OPTIMISM ON CLIMATE CHANGE 
The United States is finally walking the walk, and the rest of 

the world is following us. 
 

 The United States has entered a new energy era,             
ending a century of rising carbon emissions.  As the U.S. 
delegation prepares for the international climate negotiations 
in Copenhagen in December, it does so from a surprisingly 
strong position, one based on a dramatic 9 per cent drop in 
U. S. carbon emissions over the past two years and the  
promise of  further huge reductions. 
 Prominent among these carbon-cutting initiatives           
are stronger automobile fuel-economy standards, appliance 
efficiency standards, and the potential to heat, cool and light 
buildings with carbon-free sources of electricity.  On the        
supply side are efforts supporting the development of U.S. 
wind, solar and geothermal energy sources. 
 Even though part of this decline in carbon emissions 
was caused by the recession and higher gasoline prices, part 
of it came from gains in energy efficiency and shifts to car-
bon-free sources of energy, including record amounts of  
new wind-generating capacity.  This impressive drop in             
carbon emissions should enable the United States to push           
for a steep cut in Copenhagen. 
(Excerpt from article by Lester R Brown in Washington Post 
Weekly, Sept 28-October 4 edition) 
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